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1. Adam & Miranda
Denver, Colorado: September 1918. 
Miranda, a young journalist. She is living in a rooming house, where meets Adam, a soldier on leave. He is waiting to be sent to fight in the war in Europe.  
Adam was in the hallway, a step outside his own door. He swung round, as if startled to see her.  “Hello,” he said. “I don’t have to go back to camp today after all.  Isn’t that good luck?”
Miranda smiled at him gaily because she was always delighted to see him. He was wearing his new uniform and was all olive and tanned: sand coloured from hair to boots. She half noticed again that he always began by smiling at her. 
His smile faded gradually and his eyes became fixed and thoughtful, as if he were reading in a poor light. 
 They walked out together into the fine fall day, scuffling bright ragged leaves under their feet and turning their faces up to the blue spotless sky. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]At the first comer they waited for a funeral to pass. The mourners seated straight and firm as if proud in their sorrow. 
***
He was tall and heavily muscled in the shoulders, narrow in the waist. His uniform was tough and unyielding, though the cloth was fine and supple.  
Adam expected to be sent over shortly.  “I came in to make my will,” he told Miranda, “And get a supply of toothbrushes and razor blades.  By pure chance I happened to pick your rooming house. “How did I know you were there?” 
Strolling around the city, they kept step. His polished boots landing firmly beside her thin- soled black shoes. 
  Small talk flew back and forth between them, as they put off as long as they could the end of their moment together. The lovely miracle of being two persons named Adam and Miranda, twenty-four years old each, alive and on the earth at the same moment: 
“Are you in the mood for dancing, Miranda?” 
“I’m always in the mood for dancing, Adam!” 
***
“How did you manage to get an extension of leave?” 
“They just gave it,” said Adam, “for no reason. The men are dying like flies out there, anyway. This funny new disease.” 
“It seems to be a plague,” said Miranda. “Like something out of the Middle Ages. Did you ever see so many funerals, ever?”
“Never.  But I’ve got four days extra leave straight from out of the blue. Not a blade of grass must grow under our feet. What about tonight?”
***
It was a long, dreary play. Adam and Miranda sat very quietly together, waiting patiently for it to be over. 
“My head aches,” whispered Miranda. 
“I’ll get you some Aspirin.” whispered Adam. 
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Quick Check
1. Where do Adam and Miranda meet?
2. Why is Adam in Denver?
3. What news does Adam tell Miranda outside her room? 
4. What time of year is it?
5. What do they notice on their walks around the city?
6. Why has Adam ‘an extension of leave’?
7. Why are ‘men dying like flies’?
8. What spoils their enjoyment of the play?
Vocabulary: 
Find Words or phrases in the text that mean the following:
a. Where people rent individual rooms but share some common facilities.
b. A document indicating what you wish to happen when you die.
c. Conversation about common topics like the weather etc.
d. Old word for a deadly infectious disease.
e. Time when a soldier does not need to be with his/her unit.
f. Dull/boring
g. Explain “Not a blade of grass must grow under our feet.
h. Four words or phrases associated with death.
i. Four words or phrases associated with life.
Comprehension/Writing
I) Find three examples of foreshadowing: of problems to come in the story
II) Write a paragraph describing what we learn about Adam & Miranda
III) Write a sentence suggesting what you think will happen to them?
Part 2: Something Wrong.
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