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John Winston Lennon was not, as legend has it, born during an air raid. On October 6 1940 Liverpool was experiencing a brief respite from the intense bombing and he was delivered without incident at Liverpool Maternity Hospital.  His middle name, Winston, was a patriotic tribute  to Churchill, Britain’s new Prime Minister. 
John’s parents were married but did not live together.  His father, Alfred (Fred) Lennon, went back to sea before John was born. He never really came back. Fred and Julia were legally separated in 1942.
[bookmark: _2h8uc0x0u6ep]Aunt Mimi
For a few years, Julia brought up John alone. She was poor and life was hard. Julia also liked to go out and have fun. This made looking after John difficult.
When John was four Julia became pregnant with another man, ‘Bobby’ Dykins. Julia’s older sister, John’s Aunt Mimi, disapproved. ‘It’s bad for the boy,’ she said. ‘He must come and live with me.’ 
At first Julia wanted to keep John with her. But Aunt Mimi twice contacted Liverpool Social Services. ‘He needs a more stable home,’ she said. ‘Let young John live with us. We have a big house. We can offer John a better life.’
Eventually, Julia agreed to allow Mimi to take care of John. The four-year-old moved to Mendips: the home of Aunt Mimi and Uncle George.  He was still living there when The Beatles first became famous.  
[bookmark: _ro78sfxas0u3]Teen Years
[bookmark: _GoBack]In his early teens John began to see his mother more frequently. Julia taught him the banjo, while Aunt Mimi paid for a guitar. John formed a school group called The Quarrymen. He met Paul McCartney at the Woolton Summer Fete in July 1957.
The following year his mother was killed by a drunk driver. This personal tragedy drew him closer to Paul, who had also lost his mother .  

[bookmark: _5xxds78rcr26]Quick Check: Find the answers to these questions:
1. In which year was John Lennon born? Was he born during an air raid?
2. Who was he named after?
3. Where was Fred Lennon when John was born?
4. Who was Bobby Dykins?
5. Why did Aunt Mimi think she could offer John ‘a better life?
6. What was the name of Aunt Mimi’s house?
7. Who taught John the banjo? Who paid for his guitar?
8. What was the name of John’s first group?
9. When did John meet Paul? Where?
10. What  drew John closer to Paul? Why?
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